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Justices  of  Peace 
Have  Jurisdiction 
Civil  Game  Cases 

Some  confusion  has  arisen  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  the  State  in  re- 
spect to  their  duties  under  laws 
passed  at  the  last  Session  of  the 
Legislature.  The  Legislature,  in 
each  of  the  Game  and  Fish  Laws, 
authorized  and  directed  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  to  entertain 
civil  jurisdiction  for  damages  for 
violations  of  the  Game  and  Fish 
Laws;  and  stated  in  detail  what 
their  duties  would  be  when  agents 
of  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  carried  alleged  of- 
fenders before  the  Justices.  The 
Legislature  had  made  the  violation 
of  these  laws  a  cause  of  civil  lia- 
bility, while  continuing  at  the  same 
time  criminal  liability  in  District 
Courts  under  existing  laws. 

A  recent  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  in  answer  to  a 
question  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
declared  that  Justices  of  the  Peace 
have  no  criminal  jurisdiction  and 
cannot  try  offenders  on  criminal 
charges.  The  reports  in  the  Press 
did  not  clearly  make  the  distinc- 
tion. Justices  of  the  Peace  con- 
tinue to  have  the  civil  jurisdiction; 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
have  been  presented  to  Justices 
throughout  the  state  over  825  cases 
of  which  nearly  700  cases  have 
been  disposed  of  and  civil  judg- 
ments paid. 

In  a  letter  to  Harry  P.  Gamble, 
Sr.,  counsel  for  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  dated 
February  3rd,  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral states  that  the  opinion  which 
has  caused  some  misunderstanding 
is  limited  to:  "its  application  to 
criminal  prosecutions  before  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  violations 
of  the  statutes  enacted  to  protect 
the  wild  life  and  fish  of  the  state." 
The  Attorney  General's  ruling 
therefore  does  not  apply  to  civil 
jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  Peace. 


LAY  GROUNDWORK  FOR  MORE  DUCKS 


— Photo  courtesy  N.  O.  Item 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Montgomery  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Dartment,  right,  discusses  contract  with  Arthur  M.  Bartley,  manager 
Ducks  Unlimited,  whereby  this  national  non-profit  ducks  organization 
I  receive  25  percent  of  the  proceeds  from  the  extra  dollar  of  the 
ident  hunting  license  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Lgeislature. 
s  25  percent  is  to  be  used  for  propagation  work  on  Louisiana  lakes 
ducks  in  the  Canadian  breeding  grounds.  The  contract  provides  that 
Department  will  maintain  close  supervision  of  the  work  and  the 
tenditure    of   funds   for   this    purpose. 


Experts  Ponder  Conservation  Ills 
At  Nation-Wide  Convention 


More  than  1200  conservationists 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Mexico,  many  of  them 
outstanding  experts,  were  in  at- 
tendance at  the  12th  North  Ameri- 
can Wildlife  Conference  held  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  February 
3,  4,  5.  Louisiana  was  well  repre- 
sented with  20  persons,  which  in- 
cluded four  officials  from  the  Wild 
Life   and  Fisheries  Department. 

Naturally  the  biggest  topic  of 
discussion  was  the  migratory 
waterfowl  situation,  but  other  im- 
portant subjects,  such  as  wildlife 
education,  also  occupied  the  spot- 
light of  attention. 

Experts  differed  in  their  opin- 
ions as  to  what  has  caused  the 
apparent  crisis  in  the  duck  popula- 
tion, but  surprising  as  it  is,  none 
of  the  speakers  came  out  in  favor 
of  a  closed  season  as  a  remedy 
for  the  situation. 


For  example,  Harrison  F.  Lewis, 
superintendent  of  wildlife  protec- 
tion for  Canada,  warned  that  duck 
hunting  on  the  North  American 
continent  faces  destruction  unless 
restrictions  are  set  up.  He  said 
that  the  threat  comes  an  increased 
number  of  hunters  and  a  decrease 
in  suitable  breeding  areas. 

Albert  M.  Day,  chief  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  stated 
that  there  is  a  definite  need  for 
increased  wintering  areas  to  take 
care  of  the  ducks  and  geese  and 
other  waterfowl  that  must  spend 
half  of  their  lives  on  the  winter- 
ing ground.  He  said  that  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  duck  stamps 
would  provide  for  more  rapid  pur- 
chase of  these  areas. 

One  of  the  speakers  was  Dr. 
James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief  biolo- 
gist of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life 
(Continued  to  Page  5.  Column  4) 


Closed  Season 
Set  In  Coastal 
Waters  For  Fish 

In  a  move  to  prevent  possible 
permanent  injury  to  commercial 
fishing  in  Louisiana,  Luther  S. 
Montgomery,  commissioner  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  depart- 
ment has  issued  an  executive  order 
prohibiting  the  use  of  seines  and 
fish  nets  in  coastal  waters  of  less 
than  18  feet  in  depth  during  the 
"spawning"  period  of  from  March 
16  to  May  31. 

The  order,  effective  for  the 
seasons  of  1947  and  1948,  con- 
cerns commercial  fishing  "along 
the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
from  the  Mississippi  line  on  the 
east  to  the  Texas  line  on  the  West, 
including  Lake  Borgne  and  all 
other  lakes  affected  by  the  Gulf 
Tides." 

It  does  not,  however,  pertain  to 
shrimp  fishing  or  to  individual 
fishing  with  tackle  and  other  per- 
sonal equipment. 

The  commissioner's  order  fol- 
lowed a  study  made  by  experts  in 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  de- 
partment showing  that  fish  eggs 
deposited  by  spawning  fish  were 
being  destroyed  by  commercial 
fishers  using  seines  and  nets  to 
drag  water  bottoms. 

The  order  further  designates 
that  "no  such  netting,  fish  seines 
and  fish  trammel  nets  shall  be  car- 
ried on  board  of  any  vessel  or- 
craft  of  any  kind  dui-ing  the  said 
prohibited  period,  under  any  pre- 
text whatsoever." 

Montgomery  warned  that  any 
violation  of  the  order  would  be 
prosecuted. 


DUCKS  UNLIMITED  TO 
MEET  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ducks 
Unlimited  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  March  27, 
28  and  29,  it  has  been  announced. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  this 
national  organization  will  hold  its 
( annual  meeting  in  the  South. 
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ARE  WE  OVERSELLING  WILDLIFE? 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Here  is  a  timely  dissertation  that  comes  to  us 
via  "Wildlife  Unlimited",  house-organ  of  the  Outdoor  Writers  of 
America.  It  was  written  by  FRANK  DUFRESNE,  Public  Relations 
man  for  the  Federal  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  We  think  he  has  some- 
thing there.  We'd  go  a  step  farther  and  raise  the  question  if  the  same 
impeachments  do  not  apply  to  national  sports  magazines.  Look  'em 
over  and  see  what  slight  attention  they  pay  to  fundamental  conser- 
vation, the  foundations  of  their  very  existence. 

The  tremendous  upsurge  of  interest  in  field  and  stream  recrea- 
tion during  the  past  few  years  is  proof  enough  that  the  outdoor 
columnist  wields  a  mighty  pen.  Without  question  his  written  messages 
have  made  many  new  hunters  and  fishermen;  they  have  added  to 
the  average  man's  ability  to  shoot  a  buck,  bring  down  a  duck,  creel 
a  trout.  Hints  from  the  columnist  have  made  John  Doe  wiser  in 
woodcraft,  more  skilled  in  angling. 

But  what  has  the  outdoor  writer  done  for1  the  wildlife  itself? 

Have  his  writings  put  more  game  in  the  cover?  Have  they  placed 
more  fish  in  the  streams?  Honestly,  now,  has  the  material  in  his 
columns  helped  produce  game  and  fish  in  proportion  to  his  tips  on 
how  to  destroy  it? 

The  outdoor  writer  should  ask  himself  still  more  questions. 

Has  he  been  content  merely  with  telling  people  the  best  places 
to  go  hunting  and  fishing?  Has  he  believed  his  duty  done  when  he 
helped  his  readers  kill  more  birds,  catch  more  fish?  Has  his  efforts 
mainly  been  toward  cropping  more  and  yet  more  of  the  wildlife 
resources? 

If  that  is  the  extent  of  his  column  he  should,  in  all  fairness  to 
the  game,  find  himself  another  job.  Because  he  is  a  long  ways  from 
performing  the  real  functions  of  an  outdoor  writer. 

Sure,  he  is  against  poaching  and  lawlessness.  He  is  for  feeding 
wildlife  in  the  winter.  He  is  all  for  giving  the  game  a  break  generally. 
We  all  are.  J 

But  at  the  dizzy  rate  that  hunting  and  fishing  pressure  is  in- 
creasing the  outdoor  writer  must  broaden  the  scope  of  his  work 
His  job  has  become  bigger.     It  has  become,  in  fact  a  mission. 

Does  the  outdoor  writer  carp  and  grouse  about  the  regulations 
in  his  column?  Does  he  not  know  that  this  dissatisfaction,  spreading 
down  through  his  readers,  encourages  violations? 

On  the  other  hand,  does  he  preach  the  gospel  of  habitat  im- 
provement, of  fence  rows  thick  with  cover,  of  weed  patches  and 
grassy  swales,  of  clean  waters?  Does  he  praise  the  farmer  who  makes 
his  acres  a  better  place  for  game?  Does  he  rally  his  readers  to 
fight  against  drainage  and  pollution?  Does  he  teach  a  little 
natural  history,  a  little  more  appreciation  of  the  great  out  of  doors' 
Does  the  creed  of  good  conservation,  of  decency,  and  compliance  with 
the  game  laws  weave  itself  through  his  writings  day  after  day  until 
it  becomes  the  accepted  procedure? 

Today,  we  are  nearly  everywhere  fighting  a  losing  fight  with  our 
wildlife  populations.  We  have  to  face  it.  For  the  most  part  hunters 
and  anglers  are  increasing  while  game  stocks  are  slipping.  The  situa- 
tion, reviewed  as  a  whole,  calls  for  radical  revamping.      It  calls  for 

the  outdoor  writer  to  bend  more  effort  in  behalf  of  the  game less 

to  instructing  people  how  to  kill  it. 

Unless  the  outdoor  writer  places  more  accent  on  wildlife  manage- 
ment, he  is  in  real  danger  of  selling  a  product  he  can't  deliver. 


DESOTO   WILDLIFE   ASS'N 
ELECTS   OFFICERS 

Officers  of  the  DeSoto  Parish 
Wildlife  Association  were  elected 
at  a  meeting  held  January  24th  in 
the  courthouse  at  Mansfield. 
Elected  were  Goodwyn  H.  Harris, 
Jr.,  President;  J.  Paul  Culpepper, 
Vice-president,  and  J.  A.  H.  Slaw- 
son,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  following  were  elected  as 
directors : 

John  R.  Nash,  Logansport;  Mel- 
ton G.  Fleniken,  W.  R.  McCrocklin, 
Horace  Wiggins,  H.  H.  Samuels, 
E.  A.  Laffitte,  Sr.,  Maurice  Garner 
and  Roy  A.  Laffitte,  all  of  Mans- 
field; John  C.  Griffith,  Grand 
Cane;  Aaron  H.  Horn,  Logansport; 
M.  A.  Shaver,  and  Sam  Murray, 
Grand  Cane;  J.  B.  Bice,  Pelican; 
W.  R.  Mayes,  Pelican,  and  E.  T. 
Voss,  Gloster. 

Visitors  at  the  meeting  included 
Sumpter  Cousin,  Shreveport, 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation,  Percy  N.  Browne, 
Shreveport,  secretary  of  the  Fed- 
eration and  Harry  B.  Hickman, 
former  president  of  the  Caddo 
Wildlife  Association. 

The  organization  voted  to  name 
the  lake  that  is  being  built  at 
Smithport  and  Clear  Lake  "Lake 
Burgess"  in  honor  of  the  late 
Judge  Hal  A.  Burgess. 

The  group  also  went  on  record 
as  favoring  a  closed  deer  season 
in  DeSoto  Parish  during  1947. 
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EAST   CARROLL   FISH   AND 
GAME  ASS'N  RE-ELECTS 
OFFICERS  ANOTHER  TERM 

All  officers  of  the  East  Carroll 
Fish  and  Game  Association  were 
re-elected  to  serve  during  1947  at 
the  January  meeting  of  the  organi- 
zation held  in  Lake  Providence. 

Re-elected  are  F.  H.  Schneider, 
Jr.,    president;    Bert    Haller,   vice- 


president,     and     Mrs.     Bessie     B. 
Powell,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  organization  plans  to  con- 
duct a  membership  drive  to  in- 
crease its  members  and  a  member- 
ship committee  was  to  be  named  at 
the  February  meeting. 

U.  S.  WILDLIFE  OFFICIAL 
VISITS  IN  LOUISIANA 

Jesse  F.  Thompson  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  who 
is  supervisor  of  law  enforcement 
for  region  number  3  which  com- 
prises ten  states  in  the  middle 
west,  made  an  inspection  trip  of 
Louisiana  the  latter  part  of  Janu- 
ary. He  was  assisted  in  his  survey 
by  officials  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  and  made  an 
air  survey  of  the  duck  situation  in 
one  of  the  Depai-tment's  planes. 

Mr.  Thompson's  headquarters 
are  in  Minneapolis,  and  his  district 
includes  North  and  South  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Mis- 
souri, Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Michigan 
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TRAPPING    AND    FUR 


State's  Fur  Crop 
Sold  In  Bulk 

In  a  move  to  bolster  one  of  the 
worst  fur  markets  in  recent  years 
for  the  benefit  of  Louisiana  trap- 
pers, the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  has  sold  the  entire 
fur  take  from  state  owned  game 
preserves  for  the  remainder  of 
the  current  trapping  season  to 
one  of  the  South's  leading  fur 
dealers.  An  estimated  140,000  to 
150,000  muskrat  pelts  are  in- 
volved in  the  sale. 

The  action  was  taken  by  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery 
following  rejection  of  bids  re- 
ceived at  the  second  auction  sale 
held  in  New  Iberia  the  latter  part 
of  January  when  prices  bid  on 
fairly  good  quality  fur  brought 
a  lower  price  than  was  expected. 
Top  bid  received  was  89  %  cents 
for  the  best  grade  of  muskrat 
pelts,  of  which  there  were  only  a 
few.  Most  of  the  other  bids  ranged 
from  73  to  85  cents  on  muskrats. 

According  t  o  Commissioner 
Montgomery,  Steinberg  &  Co., 
New  Orleans  fur  dealers,  have 
agreed  to  pay  87%  cents  on  all 
muskrat  pelts  from  Marsh  Island 
and  State  Wildlife  Refuge  and  75 
cents  on  all  muskrat  pelts  from  the 
Rockfeller  Refuge,  which  does  not 
have  as  good  quality  fur  this  year 
as  Marsh  Island  and  State  Wild- 
life. 

"T  h  e  unprecedented  warm 
weather,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  days,  since  the  trapping  sea- 
son started  in  Louisiana  on  No- 
vember 20,  has  resulted  in  low 
quality  furs",  the  Commissioner 
stated,  "since  it  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  furs  are  not  top  quality 
except  in  cold  weather.  Add  to 
this  the  fact  that  the  fur  market 
has  shown  a  steady  and  rapid  de- 
cline since  the  season  got  under 
way,  and  all  of  this  adds  up  to  a 
serious  situation  confronting  the 
trappers  and  the  fur  industry". 

"In  selling  muskrat  pelts  from 
our  state  owned  game  preserves 
at  the  price  of  87%  cents  per 
pelt",  the  Commissioner  continued, 
"we  believe  that  the  State  as  well 
as  the  trappers  participating  in 
the  catch  will  benefit  and  that  we 
have  made  the  most  out  of  an  un- 
usual economic  situation.  Also 
there  is  the  possibility  that  this 
may  have  a  stabilizing  effect  on 
the  fur  market  which  will  be  bene- 
ficial to  Louisiana's  trapping  in- 
dustry for  the  remainder  of  the 
current  season". 

Otters  in  China  and  India  are 
trained   to    direct   fish   into    nets. 


Urge  Removal 
Luxury  Fur  Tax 

More  purchaser  resistance  is 
being  encountered  in  the  fur  trade 
than  during  the  worst  yeai's  of 
the  depression.  This  statement 
was  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  by  Representative  James 
Domengeaux,  in  course  of  a  plea 
for  the  removal  of  the  20  per  cent 
excise  tax  on  coats  fashioned 
from  muskrat  skins. 

Muskrat     coats,     he     told     the 
House,    are    not    luxuries.     They 
constitute     a     type     of     garment 
purchased    generally   by   persons 
of   average    income.    This    is   one 
of  the  articles  of  clothing  which 
is    regarded    as    a    necessity    by 
the    government    and    is    one    of 
the   items   which   enters   into   the 
cost  of  living  index. 
Muskrat  trappers  at  present  are 
receiving  an  average   of   60   cents 
per    skin,    Representative    Domen- 
geaux stated.   This  compares  with 
a  price   of   $1.40   per  skin   which 
was  readily  paid  a  year  ago. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  for 
the  severe  recession  in  the  fur  in- 
dustry is  due  to  the  continuance 
of  the  wartime  tax  on  fur  coats. 
Insofar  as  the  Louisiana  trap- 
per is  concerned,  Mr.  Domen- 
geaux asserted,  his  grocery  bill  is 
50  per  cent  higher  than  it  was 
last  year.  Traps  that  cost  $4  a 
dozen  before  the  war  now  sell  for 
as  much  as  $20  a  dozen.  Boots 
which  trappers  wear  used  to  cost 
$5  a  pair.  Now  they  are  $12  a 
pair.  Trappers  must  use  lumber 
for  the  construction  of  their 
camps.  The  type  of  lumber  they 
use  now  costs  300  per  cent  more 
than   it  did  a  year  ago. 

NEW   FIREARMS   BILL 
NOW   IN    CONGRESS 

Two  bills  requiring  the  registra- 
tion of  all  sporting  arms  have  been 
introduced  in  this  session  of  Con- 
gress. A  similiar  measure  intro- 
duced last  year  died  with  the  last 
Congress.  Sportsmen  over  the  na- 
tion are  up  in  the  air  about  these 
bills  because  they  say  it  attacks 
their  constitutional  right  to  own 
firearms. 

Both  bills  require  that  all  per- 
sons owning  guns  must  have  them 
registered  and  be  fingerprinted. 
The  bills  are  S.  332  introduced 
by  Senator  Wiley  of  Wisconsin 
and  H.  R.  1061  introduced  by 
Representative  Carson. 

Horses  can  sleep  standing  up 
because  their  legs  are  provided 
with  muscular  mechanism  which 
causes  them  to  lock,  making  a 
horse  stand  as  if  he  were  on  stilts. 


NEWS 

Muskrat  Trapping 
Season  Extended 

Extension  of  Louisiana's  Trap- 
ping season  on  muskrats  for  an 
additional  two  weeks  as  an  emer- 
gency conservation  measure  to  pro- 
tect millions  of  acres  of  marsh 
lands  from  the  ravages  of  an  over- 
abundant supply  of  muskrats,  was 
announced  by  Commissioner  Luther 
S.  Montgomery  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department.  The 
muskrat  trapping  season  was 
scheduled  to  end  February  15. 

Citing  the  fact  that  a  combina- 
tion of  unusual  weather  conditions 
and  high  tides  in  some  marsh  areas 
has  curtailed  trapping  activities 
since  the  season  opened  last  De- 
cember 1,  the  Commissioner  stated 
that  a  survey  just  completed  by 
Department  technicians,  shows  an 
overabundance  of  muskrats  which 
is  threatening  damage  to  the  marsh 
areas. 

"This  unprecedented  condition 
was  brought  about  by  unfavorable 
weather  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  season,  a  comparatively  warm, 
rainy  season,  which  prevented 
trappers  from  removing  their  usual 
take,"  Montgomery  stated.  "As  a 
matter  of  fact,  for  weeks  at  a 
time  during  the  season,  conditions 
were  such  that  large  numbers  of 
trappers  found  it  inadvisable  to 
even  set  their  traps.  Thus  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  muskrats 
have  been  left  to  prey  on  the  grass 
roots  and  other  natural  substances 
which  serve  to  keep  intact  the 
marsh  land  soil. 

"During  the  past  few  weeks,"  he 
added,  "this  department  has  been 
swamped  with  pleas  from  land- 
owners and  leasees  asking  for  ad- 
ditional time  for  trappers  to  re- 
move the  muskrats  from  their  land. 
Also,  we  have  received  any  number 
of  requests  for  more  time  from 
trappers  who  have  pointed  out  that 
the  unusual  mild  weather  has 
played  havoc  with  their  fur-trap- 
ping activities." 

The  Commissioner  stated  that 
acting  on  these  requests,  he  ordered 
Department  experts  to  undertake 
their  own  surveys,  which  has  just 
been  completed.  "Their  conclusions 
are  that  excess  numbers  of  musk- 
rats  left  over  from  one  trapping 
season  to  another  will  leave  some 
areas  barren  and  useless  for  as 
much  as  a  five-year  period,  and  it 
was  their  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion that  at  least  an  additional  two 
weeks  be  permitted  to  allow  trap- 
pers to  take  as  many  surplus  musk- 
rats  as  may  be  possible  within  that 
period." 


The  additional  time  will  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  day  on  February 
28th,  the  Commissioner  stated,  and 
trappers  are  expected  to  be  out 
of  the  marshes  by  that  time. 


Progress  Made  On 
Oyster  Pollution 
Study  In  State 

Progress  in  several  directions 
has  been  made  in  recent  weeks  on 
the  oyster  pollution  problem  in 
Louisiana's  coastal  waters. 

Assisted  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Hopkins, 
biologist  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  Pensacola  laboratory, 
officials  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  have  been 
undertaking  a  survey  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  an  unusual 
oyster  mortality  exists. 

Dr.  Hopkins  has  been  author- 
ied  to  formulate  a  budget  and 
recommend  federal  assistance  to 
the  State  in  determining  the  cause 
of  oyster  mortality  if  the  survey 
convinces  Dr.  Hopkins  that  such 
mortality  exists. 

Taking  part  in  the  survey  were 
James  N.  McConnell,  director  of 
the  Oyster  and  Waterbottoms  Di- 
vision and  Dr.  James  N.  Gowan- 
loch,  chief  biologist.  Representa- 
tives from  oil  companies  operating 
in  the  area  took  part  in  the  sur- 
vey, but  were  not  in  the  official 
surveying  party. 

Another  recent  development  in 
the  oyster  pollution  fight,  is  the 
approval  by  the  State  Board  of 
Liquidation  of  the  Department's 
request  for  an  extra  appropriation 
of  $31,290  for  the  remainder  of 
the  current  fiscal  year  to  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  boats  and 
equipment  and  the  employment  of 
an  additional  biologist  to  continue 
investigations  and  patrol  the  coas- 
tal waters.  The  Board  of  Liqui- 
dation also  made  available  some 
$12,000  to  the  Stream  Control 
Commission  for  the  remainder  of 
the    current    fiscal    year. 


JEFF  DAVIS  ROD  AND  GUN 
CLUBS   ELECTS   OFFICERS 

The  Jeff  Davis  Rod  and  Gun 
Club  held  its  annual  election  of 
officers  at  Jennings  in  January 
and  named  Anthony  Schmitt, 
President.  Others  elected  were 
Earl  Necessary,  Vice-president, 
and  C.  B.  Goodreau,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Directors  elected  were  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Charles  Cary,  L.  T.  Swearingen, 
Earl  Evans,  E.  C.  Robinson,  Paul 
Reed,  A.  S.  Diehl,  Willie  Regan, 
Malcolm  Connolly,  J.  C.  Bordelon, 
Richard  Mercer  and  Tommy 
Thomas. 
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Raising  Frogs  On  Commercial  Basis 
Is  Ambition  Of  Orleans  Conservationist 


By  John  Durham 

During  World  War  II  the  Navy 
"Seabees"  coined  a  phrase  which 
exemplified  their  resourcefulness. 
It  read: 

"The  difficult  will  be  done  im- 
mediately ;  the  impossible  may  take 
a  little  longer." 

Although  Patrick  Henry  Hebert, 
an  Orleans  motion  picture  projec- 
tor operator,  has  never  claimed 
membership  in  that  now-famous 
organization,  he  has  adopted  the 
Seabee  slogan  as  his  own,  and 
plans  to  prove  to  the  world  that 
bullfrogs  can  be  successfully  raised 
on  a  commercial  basis. 

He's  so  sure  it  can  be  done 
that  he's  willing  to  bet  his  two- 
acre  frog  farm  against  whatever 
wager  a  "doubting  Thomas"  would 
care  to  risk. 

Hebert  has  spent  the  past  eleven 
years  readying  his  "farm" — lo- 
cated at  Lee,  Louisiana,  about 
nine  miles  below  New  Orleans — 
for  the  day  when  he  will  see  an 
annual  output  of  some  5,000  Rana 
catesbieana,  which  is  the  most 
common  and  largest  in  the  family 
of  edible  frogs. 

For  his  efforts,  the  wily  pro- 
jectionist can  show  the  curious  a 
total  of  eight  ponds,  a  two-bed- 
room house  and  a  number  of  fruit 
trees  on  the  plot  of  land.  To 
date,  however,  he  has  raised  no 
frogs  to  be  sold  on  the  market. 

"But  that  will  all  be  taken  care 
of  when  I  know  I'm  ready,"  he  as- 


serted. "By  the  time  summer  rolls 
around  I  hope  to  have  the  project 
under  way,  with  my  first  frogs 
ready  for  market  about  18  months 
later." 

"Pat"  has  lots  of  faith  in  his 
ability  to  succeed  where  others 
have  failed,  and  the  fact  that  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment has  no  record  of  anyone 
making  a  go  of  frog  farming  in 
Louisiana,  doesn't  dampen  his 
spirit  at  all. 

"Maybe  others  have  tried  and 
failed,"  said  Hebert,  who  lives  at 
2530  Lapeyrouse  street,  New  Or- 
leans. "But  with  me,  well,  I've 
just  go  to  succeed — and  I  know  I 
will." 

His  long-range  plans  call  for  five 
of  his  eight  ponds  to  be  devoted 
to  frog-breeding,  while  the  others 
will  be  used  to  raise  fish  and  cray- 
fish. The  ponds  vary  in  length  and 
width,  and  have  depths  ranging 
from  six  inches  to  about  two  and 
one-half  feet. 

Along  the  built-up  banks  of  the 
bodies  of  water  the  would-be  frog 
farmer  has  planted  pear,  lemon 
and  satsuma  trees  which,  he  be- 
lieves, will  serve  a  dual  purpose 
in  that  they  will  provide  shade  for 
his  "bread  winners"  and  food  for 
his  wife's   table. 

"The  Missus  and  I  will  live  like 
kings  when  we  move  out  here  fol- 
lowing my  retirement  in  a  coup'la 
years,"  he  contended.  "We'll  have 
froglegs,  crayfish  bisque,  catfish 
and  fruit  anytime  we  want  them." 


He  believes  that  nature  will  pro- 
vide enough  food  for  his  frogs,  so 
that  feeding  will  not  be  a  problem. 
Since  his  ponds  are  located  on  the 
exact  spot  which  formerly  held 
the  sluggish  waters  of  Bayou 
Sauvage  (on  the  Ponchartrain 
Lake  side  of  the  old  Gentilly  high- 
way at  the  Nine-Mile  Post),  the 
plant-life  and  accompanying  in- 
sects there  will,  in  his  opinion, 
solve  the  feeding  problem.  Cray- 
fish, minnors  and  other  live  food 
will  take  care  of  the  appetites  of 
the  frogs  as  they  mature. 

No,  Patrick  Henry  Hebert  can't 
show  any  marketable  bullfrogs, 
not  yet.  But  with  his  adopted 
slogan  there  to  urge  him  on,  and 
eleven  years  of  labor  plus  an  esti- 
mated $5,000  investment  as  added 
inducements,  he's  determined  to 
do  what  some  have  classed  "diffi- 
cult", and  others  have  termed 
"impossible." 

CAMERON    MAN    KILLS 
DUCK  BANDED  IN   1943 

George  W.  Sells  of  Cameron  last 
December  5th  killed  a  Mallard 
duck  in  Cameron  parish,  which 
carried  an  aluminum  band  on  its 
leg.  He  sent  the  tag  into  the 
Department,  and  Major  James 
Brown,  director  of  the  Fish  and 
Game  Division  sent  it  on  to  Wash- 
ington. 

He  received  the  information 
that  the  Mallard  duck  was  banded 
on  July  17,  1943  at  Big  Grass 
Marsh,  Langruth,  Manitoba, 
Canada. 


—  Photo  by  Morgan 
Conservationist   Patrick   Henry    Hebert   looks   over   two  of  his  eight  ponds  at  his  place  just  on  the  outskirts 
of   New   Orleans.      He   plans  to   go   into  the   raising   of   frogs  on  a  commercial   basis  and   believes   he  can   do   it 
even  though  it  hasn't  been  done  successfully  thus  far. 


National  Wildlife 
Observance  Starts 
Week  Of  March  16 

National  Wildlife  Restoration  s 
Week,  first  proclaimed  by  the  late 
President  Roosevelt,  and  sponsored 
by  the  National  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion, will  be  observed  this  year 
from  March  16  to  22,  covering 
the  opening  days  of  Spring. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  laid  on 
the  need  for  greater  protection 
and  management  to  insure  ade- 
quate supplies  of  fish  and  game  to 
meet  the  increased  hunting  and 
fishing  pressure  already  in  evi- 
dence with  millions  of  service  men 
and  women  returned  to  civilian  life 
and  peacetime  pursuits. 

Each  year  the  Federation  issues 
a  sheet  of  wildlife  poster  stamps 
reproduced  from  paintings  by 
famous  American  nature  artists. 
The  1947  issue  has  40  studies  of 
birds,  mammals,  fish,  flowers  and 
trees  in  the  64  stamps  on  the 
sheet.  Since  these  stamps  were 
first  distributed,  there  have  been 
reproduced  394  separate  nature 
studies — a  miniature  out-door  pic- 
ture gallery  in  beautiful  and  true- 
to-nature  cdlors.  They  sell  for 
one  dollar  a  sheet  and  the  pro- 
ceeds are  devoted  to  the  Federa- 
tion program  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Nation's  natural  resources. 

This  is  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  observance  of  National  Wild- 
life Restoration  Week,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  second  decade  of 
the  founding  of  the  National  Wild- 
life Federation. 

The  Federation  has  done  much 
in  its  first  ten  years  to  advance 
the  cause  of  conservation  through- 
out the  nation.  It  championed  the 
Pittman-Robertson  Act  which  has 
gone  far  to  improve,  wildlife 
habitat  and  management.  It  has 
stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
other  conservation  groups  and 
agencies  in  supporting  the  conser- 
vation of  soil,  water  and  plants, 
the  basis  of  our  national  economy, 
security  and  happiness.  Impov- 
erished soil  and  foul  waters  can- 
not produce  food  to  sustain  our 
people.  An  impoverished  land  pro- 
duces an  impoverished  people,  and 
leads  to  national  decay.  In  its  sec- 
ond decade  the  Federation  hopes 
to  further  its  conservation  educa- 
tion program,  its  project  for  wild- 
life management  areas  and  other 
worth  while  proposals. 

Clubs,  societies  and  individuals 
interested  in  securing  further  in- 
formation about  Wildlife  Week 
activities  and  its  objectives  should 
write  to  the  Servicing  Division, 
National  Wildlife  Federation,  20 
Spruce  Street,  Boston  8,  Mass. 
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WHEN  WILDLIFE  EXPERTS  CONVENE 
HERE'S  WHAT  THEY  TALK  ABOUT 


Experts  big  and  little  were  in 
attendance  at  the  12th  North 
American  Wildlife  Conference  held 
in  San  Antonio  the  first  week  in 
February.  Here's  some  of  the  views 
they  expressed: 

John  H.  Baker,  president  of  the 
National  Audubon  Society  believes 
that  no  matter  how  successful  the 
waterfowl  restoration  program 
there  can  never  be  unlimited  hunt- 
ing opportunities:  "The  answer 
lies  in  whether  or  not  hunters  and 
those  connected  with  the  manu- 
facture of  equipment  are  more  in- 
terested in  getting  theirs  while 
they  can  or  in  limiting  present 
take  to  assure  a  future  supply.  It 
is  the  same  old  basic  difficulty 
that  slows  down  conservation  pro- 
gress in  all  natural  resource 
fields",  he  said. 

Charles  E.  Gillham,  chairman  of 
the  recently  organized  American 
Waterfowl  committee,  says  wild- 
fowling  can  be  saved,  but  he 
warned  that  it  won't  be  unless 
present  methods  are  changed.  He 
believes  that  with  proper  remedial 
measures  wildfowling  can  be 
saved.      These    remedial 


are  six  in  number  as  follows:  (1) 
Sane  water  and  land  use  practices, 
including  restoration  of  drained 
areas  and  a  dollar  increase  in  duck 
stamps  to  help  make  this  -work  pos- 
sible; (2)  Adequate  enforcement 
of  existing  laws;  (3)  Public  rela- 
tions and  education;  (4)  Necessary 
legislation  continually  brought  up 
to  date;  (5)  Research  and  imme- 
diate application  of  it;  (6)  Moral 
responsibility    and    sportsman. 

Lyle  Sowls,  biologist  for  the 
Delta  Waterfowl  Research  Station, 
Delta,  Manitoba,  blames  inaccu- 
rate and  misleading  reports  on 
duck  populations  in  recent  years, 
as  one  of  the  factors  in  the  cur- 
rent duck  crisis.  "All  of  the  ducks 
produced  in  our  areas  should  have 
been  saved  as  breeding  stock  for 
1947.  But  a  large  portion  of  those 
ducks  raised  in  1946  have  already 
been  shot.  We  have  sold  our  breed- 
ing ducks  down  the  river  like  a 
wheat  farmer  sells  all  his  grain 
and  leaves  none  for  spring  plant- 
ing. If  we  don't  give  the  breeding 
stock  time  to  recover,  wildfowling 
will  be  only  a  memory  and  "par" 
will  never  have  been  determined. 
#     *     * 

"Wildlife  business  in  post-war 
America  will  amount  to  between 
three  and  four  billion  dollars  an- 
nually,    according     to     the     best 


recent   surveys.     This   is   a    lot   of 

money.  It  is  'big  business' 

If  wildlife  is  to  remain  big  busi- 
ness, it  must  be  managed  as  big 
business,"  so  stated  Newton  B. 
Drury,  Director  National  Park 
Service  in  his  talk  entitled  "This 
Wildlife  Business". 

Here  are  some  words  of  wisdom 
spoken  by  Charles  Gillham,  in  his 
talk  on  "Wildfowling  Can  be 
Save  d":  "In  prohibition  days 
countless  people  voted  dry  and 
drank  wet.  In  waterfowl  shooting, 
the  bulk  of  our  shooters  deplore 
illegal  acts,  yet  we  find  two  days 
limit  taken  in  one.  Shooting  the 
limit  for  the  poor  shot,  or  killing 
a  limit   for  caretakers  and   guides. 

"Moral  responsibility  has  to  do 
with  the  teaching  of  proper  hunt- 
ing ethics  to  the  young.  Is  your 
boy,  or  your  neighbors  being 
brought  up  to  know  that  wildfowl- 
ing can  only  continue  if  the  rules 
are  obeyed?  Do  you  wink  at  in- 
fringements of  the  law  and  pass 
this  idea  along  to  the  youngster? 
Do  you  a  hunter,  familiar  with  but 
one  area  in  the  United  States,  feel 
disgruntled  about  regulations  and 
decide   to   get  away   with   anything 


you  can?  Lastly,  are  waterfowl 
creatures  we  wish  to  destroy,  or 
are  they  a  heritage  of  a  great 
country?  Morally,  a  great  respon- 
sibility is  ours.  Money  is  not  avail- 
able to  put  a  warden  behind  every 
blind,  nor  should  such  be  needed." 

Albert  M.  Day,  chief  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  stated: 
"America  has  no  new  frontiers  in- 
sofar as  hunting  and  sport  fishing 
are  concerned.  We  have  already 
exploited  all  of  the  available  areas 
within  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
now  up  to  conservation  interests  to 
see  that  our  present  lands  and 
waters  produce  as  much  as  pos- 
sible consistent  with  other  domes- 
tic needs.  Because  there  are  no  new 
areas  to  which  we  can  turn  to 
satisfy  the  ever  increasing  de- 
mands, we  must  make  certain  that 
any  changes  we  now  make  in  land 
and  water  use  take  into  considera- 
tion the  protection  and  production 
of  fish  and  wildlife." 


TOTAL   OF   135   ARRESTS 
MADE  DURING  JANUARY 

Enforcement  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
made  a  total  of  135  arrests  during 
the  month  of  January.  Arrests 
were  made  in  26  parishes  and 
Madison  led  the  list  with  37.  Next 
m  line  came  Pointe  Coupee  with  12. 


Experts  Discuss 
Conservation 
Ills  At  Meet 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and  Fisheries  Department,  who  de- 
livered   a    paper    on     "Imperative 
need  for  Gulf  of  Mexico  Pelagic 
Fishery   Inventory". 

The  Louisiana  delegation  was 
very  much  in  evidence  at  the  con- 
vention, and  took  part  in  numer- 
ous conferences  that  were  held 
during   the   three    day   session. 

Representing  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  were 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery, Major  James  Brown,  Dr. 
James  N.  Gowanloch  and  Isaac  D. 
Chapman. 

Others  from  Louisiana  in  at- 
tendance were  Sumpter  P.  Cousin, 
Shreveport,  president  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation,  Harry 
B.  Hickman,  Shreveport,  former 
president  of  the  Caddo  Wildlife 
Federation,  A.  C.  Glassell,  Shreve- 
port, former  president  of  Ducks 
Unlimited,  John  Lynch,  Abbeville, 
Joseph  King,  New  Orleans,  LeRoy 
Giles,  Sulphur,  E.  L.  Atwood,  Lake 
Arthur,  all  with  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Seiwice;  Bryan  A. 
Bateman,  LSU,  Earle  R.  Greene, 
New  Orleans  and  Norman  H.  Mei- 
ners,  New  Orleans. 


EDUCATION   AND   PUBLICITY  OFFICIALS   ORGANIZE 


In  the  above  photo  taken  at  the  Michigan  Conservation  Department  Training  School  at  Higgins  Lake, 
Michigan,  are  shown  some  of  the  education  and  publicity  personnel  from  the  various  states  who  attended 
the  recent  convention  of  the  National  Conference  on  Conservation  Education  and  Publicity.  Seated  in  the 
front  row  are  the  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Conference.  They  are  from  left  to  right,  James  R.  Harlan, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Relations,  Iowa  Conservation  Commission,  Vice- Presdient;  Isaac  D.  Chapman, 
Director  of  Education  and  Publicity  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department,  President;  Miss 
Juanita  Mahaffey,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  Oklahoma  Game  and  Fish  Commission,  Secretary-Treasurer; 
Dr.  F.  Olin  Capps,  Chief  of  the  Education  Section,  Missouri  Conservation  Commission,  one-year  director,  and 
C.  A.  Paquin,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Education,  Mic  higan  Conservation  Department,  two-year  director.  The 
next  annual  convention  of  the  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  Illinois  Conservation  Department  Training 
School   at   Fox   Lake   near   Chicago   next   September. 
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flOIES  &  OBSffiVflllOOS... 

FROM  MOSS  THE  EDITORS  DESK 


BY 


'Osp^nasz^. 


During  recent  months,  as  a  result  of  contacts  with  officials  from 
other  states  at  two  national  gatherings,  we  have  been  afforded  the 
opportunity  for  comparison  of  Louisiana's  wildlife  conservation  situa- 
tion with  other  states.  At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Conference  on 
Conservation  Education  and  Publicity,  we  met  with  people  who  are 
responsible  for  education  and  public  relations  matters  and  since  people 
who  handle  such  problems  are  generally  very  well  informed  we  obtained 
quite  a  bit  of  information.  More  recently  while  in  attendance  at  the 
North  American  Wildlife  Conference  our  information  on  general  con- 
servation problems  in  various  states  was  brought  up  to  date  and 
increased  as  we  talked  with  and  heard  the  nation's  outstanding  con- 
servation leaders  discourse  on  its  ailments  and  proposed  remedies. 

There  is  an  old  adage  which  has  become  rather  commonplace  about 
not  being  able  to  appreciate  things  that  we  see  every  day  and  about  not 
being  able  to  see  the  trees  for  the  forests.  But  nevertheless  that  seems 
so  true  insofar  as  Louisiana's  conservation  setup  is  concerned.  Talk 
to  people  from  Michigan,  from  New  York,  from  Pennsylvania,  from 
Minnesota,  from  almost  everywhere  and  they  will  tell  you  it  is  their 
opinion  Louisiana  has  been  going  places  and  has  been  making  much 
progress  in  the  conservation  movement. 

They'll  tell  you  further  that  some  of  the  men  directing  the  various 
activities  in  Louisiana's  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department  are  na- 
tionally recognized  for  the  work  they  have  accomplished  and  are  under- 
taking. And  the  peculiar  part  about  it  is  that  some  of  these  same  men 
who  are  so  recognized  by  conservation  authorities  away  from  Louisiana 
are  on  the  receiving  end  of  opinions  just  the  opposite  by  conservation 
"experts"  in  their  own  state. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary,  but  nevertheless  the  truth,  that  there  are 
more  "conservation  experts"  among  the  rank  and  file  of  hunters  and 
fishermen  than  perhaps  any  other  profession.  And  likewise  there  is 
probably  more  disagreement  among  hunters  and  fishermen  than  per- 
haps any  other  class,  not  excluding  lawyers. 

With  some  exceptions,  of  course,  many  hunters  and  fishermen 
consider  themselves  more  or  less  conservation  experts,  because  they've 
been  hunting  and  fishing  a  long  time,  and  therefore  per  se  (as  the 
lawyers  would  say)  they  know  a  lot  about  the  situation.  So  when  their 
views  are  contrary  to  what  is  recommended  or  done  by  the  constituted 
authorities,  they  don't  think  much  of  those  authorities. 

But  that  situation  doesn't  exist  in  Louisiana  alone.  Oh,  no!  As  a 
general  rule  fishermen  and  hunters  are  the  same  all  over.  Even  in  Mis- 
souri, whose  conservation  set-up  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
entire  country,  there  are  sportsmen  "experts"  who  are  raising  cain 
about  what  their  constituted  authorities  are  doing  and  have  done.  For 
example,  some  Louisiana  sportsmen  "experts"  and  some  Missouri 
sportsmen  "experts"  disagree  on  some  of  the  things  that  the  Missouri 
Conservation  Commission  has  done  upon  recommendation  of  its  expert 
technicians  and  scientists.  Louisiana's  "experts"  like  what  they  have 
done  in  Missouri  while  Missouri  sportsmen  "experts"  don't  like  what 
they  did  in  Missouri.  Which  again  is  proof  of  that  adage  about  appre- 
ciating things  we  see  at  a  distance. 

All  of  this  is  not  intended  as  any  disparagement  to  sportsmen. 
Sportsmen  everywhere  and  particularly  those  in  Louisiana  are  the  "salt 
of  the  earth".  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  states  that  have  sportsmen  who 
criticize  and  "cuss"  are  the  states  that  are  furthest  advanced  in  con- 
servation. It  is  when  hunters  and  fishermen  stop  finding  fault  that  it 
is  time  to  feel  concerned,  because  that  is  a  sign  of  lack  of  interest,  and 
when  hunters  and  fishermen  lose  interest  you  can  be  sure  their  state's 
conservation  program  isn't  getting  anywhere  fast. 


Department  Assisting  in  Stream 
Pollution  Research  at  LSU 


Steadily  increasing  industrial 
expansion  in  the  state  brings 
problems  as  well  as  prosperity 
and  work  now  under  way  at  Lou- 
isiana State  university  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  American  Pe- 
troleum institute  is  aimed  at  solv- 
ing some  of  these  that  have  de- 
veloped in  connection  with  the 
expansion  of  petroleum  refinery 
operations. 

Started  in  1945  under  an 
agreement  between  the  API  and 
the  University,  money  for  the  pro- 
ject is  supplied  by  refiners  of  the 
state  and  LSU  is  supplying  the 
technical  staff.  The  technical  ad- 
visory group  which  works  in  con- 
junction with  those  actually  con- 
ducing the  experiments  and  re- 
search is  comprised  of  Dr.  W.  B. 
Hart,  chairman  of  the  API  com- 
mittee on  waste  disposal;  F.  J. 
Coogan,  director  of  research  for 
the  state  department  of  wild  life 
and  fisheries;  Louis  Cusachs,  as- 
sistant director  of  the  LSU  en- 
gineering   experiment   station. 

The  actual  work  is  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Dr. 
George  H.  Mickey,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  zoology  at  LSU.  Cusachs 
formerly  headed  the  project  fol- 
lowing its  inauguration  and  until 
he  became  assistant  director  of 
the  engineering  experiment  sta- 
tion. Roland  Abegg,  graduate 
student  studying  for  his  doctorate, 
assists  Mickey. 

The  project,  according  to  Dr. 
Micitey,  has  as  its  chief  goal  two 
objectives;  first,  to  find  if  waste 
material  from  any  given  refinery 
in  the  state  is  actually  toxic  and 
second,  to  establish  tne  point  at 
which  this  poisonous  concentra- 
tion becomes  dangerous  to  the 
aquatic  life  and  growth  in  the 
stream. 

The  laboratory  for  the  work  is 
located  in  the  geology  building  at 
LSU  and  extensive  equipment  for 
the  maintenance  of  large  numbers 
of  fish  and  other  aquatic  forms  of 
life  has  been  installed  so  that  the 
work  may  be  carried  on.  Condi- 
tions comparable  to  those  in 
streams  where  refinery  waste  is 
released  are  reproduced  artificial- 
ly in  the  tanks  in  the  laboratory 
and  the  reactions  of  the  fish  are 
then  studied.  Later,  more  minute 
studies  of  the  actual  body  tissues 
are  made  under  microscope  to  de- 
termine completely  just  what  re- 
actions have  resulted. 

The  LSU  technicians  who  work 
on  the  project  carefully  weigh  the 
results  of  their  investigations  and 
research  and  from  time  to  time 
make  recommendations  to  re- 
fineries   in    the    state    as   to   how 


they    may    avoid    practices    that  I 
prove  detrimental  to  aquatic  life. 

The  overall  purpose  of  the  pro- 
gram    is    described    by    the    API  ] 
chairman,    Dr.    Hart,   as   one    that  ! 
is   aimed   at   the   ultimate   goal   of 
maintaining     Louisiana's     streams 
in    basically    the    same    condition  I 
that  they  enjoyed  prior  to  the  ad- 
vent of  industrial  development  in 
the  state. 

"This  increased  industrial  ex- 
pansion definitely  offers  some 
hazzard  and  places  in  jeopardy  the 
aquatic  life  of  some  of  the  natural 
streams  in  the  state.  It  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  particular  program  to 
see  that  this  expansion  does  not 
result  in  the  destruction  of 
aquatic  life  and  the  natural  use 
of  the  streams." 


18  Shreveport 
Jaycees  Named 
Special  Agents 

Eighteen  members  of  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Shreve- 
port were  administered  the  oath 
of  office  as  special  agents  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment at  a  ceremony  held  January 
20th.  Presenting  the  commissions 
was  Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery, who  explained  some  of 
the  work  of  the  Department  and 
some  of  the  laws  affecting  fishing 
and  hunting  in  the  State. 

Recently,  the  Junior  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Louisiana,  under- 
took a  state-wide  project  to  assist 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  in  game  law  enforce- 
ment. 

Members  of  the  Shreveport 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
whom  special  commissions  were 
issued   were   the  following: 

Simon  Silbernagel,  Pat  Souther- 
land,  B.  H.  Moore,  Vic  Luneborg, 
W.  H.  Armstead,  Dan  Miller,  Jack 
Orbison,  W.  R.  Wilder,  J.  T.  Dan- 
brun,  T.  V.  Holmes,  Jr.,  Dr.  Lewis 
G.  Faler,  James  Miller,  Shermon 
Loe,  H.  A.  Ainsworth,  Leo  Byrd, 
Lamar  Baker,  George  Sproull, 
George  Cummings. 


74   GAME   VIOLATORS 
FINED  IN  TALLULAH  COURT 

At  the  sixth  district  judicial 
court  held  in  Tallulah  during  the 
week  of  January  13th,  74  game 
violators  were  arraigned  before 
Judge  Frank  E.  Voelker  and  re- 
ceived fines  amounting  to  approxi- 
mately three  thousand  dollars. 

The  fines  ranged  from  $250  for 
killing  a  doe  to  smaller  fines  for 
hunting  without  license,  hunting 
on  wildlife  refuge,  night  hunting 
and  possessing  illegal  deer. 
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WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports    of    Arrests    and    Activities   of 
Wild   Life    Enforcement    Agents 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 
OCCURRED  DURING 
JANUARY 

Angling  Without  License 
Commercial    Fishing — No   License 
Possessing    Undersize    Commercial 

Fish 
Hunting  Without  License 
Hunting  With   Unplugged   Gun 
Hunting  At  Night 
Hunting  Doe  Deer 
Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 

During  Closed  Season 
Hunting   Without   Federal   Stamp 
Hunting   On   State   Preserve 
Hunting   Snipe 
Hunting  Song  Birds 
Trapping — No  License 
Trapping  on  State  Preserve 
Killing  Fur  Bearing  Animals  With 

Gun 
Buying  Illegal  Fur 
Trapping  On  Rat  Bed 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
JANUARY 

Caddo    3 

Calcasieu     1 

Concordia    ...  4 

DeSoto ] 

East  Baton  Rouge   3 

Franklin   3 

Grant 2 

Iberville    ...    4 

Jefferson   Davis    1 

Lafourche  4 

LaSalle    6 

Lincoln    1 

Madison    .  .  37 

Morehouse 5 

Ouachita   2 

Plaquemines 7 

Pointe  Coupee 12 

Rapides  . .    4 

St.  Bernard   7 

St.  James   2 

St.  Landry  7 

St.  Mary 3 

Tensas  7 

Terrebonne 2 

Vernon    1 

West  Carroll   5 


AGENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN 
JANUARY  ARRESTS 

Ivy  Beard 4 

Angelo   Benandi    14 

Jos.  L.  Billiot   12 

Levert  H.  Bird    13 

Julius   L.   Book    14 

Harmon  Burgess 1 

John   Busalacchi    14 

Louis  Cabirac   1 


Fred   Cook    15 

Ben.  C.  Dahlen    12 

Less  Davis   1 

Tom  Duck 6 

C.  W.  Elam   1 

Edwin  Fairbanks    3 

Dewey  L.  Farrar  33 

T.  H.  Forman  4 

John  W.  Gilbert   9 

Cecil  Gilmore ...  5 

Chas.  J.  Gordy 3 

Allen   Hawsey    9 

Lesma  Hebert   2 

Clarence  Hood   5 

Arthur  L.  Horton 1 

Wm.  M.  Jones 8 

B.  P.  LeBlanc   7 

Louis  N.  Leleux   1 

J.  V.  McConnell   1 

Spencer  Maxwell 32 

R.   S.   Millikin    8 

Earl  Nugent   2 

Sam   Nunez    12 

Chas.  Olano   ....  16 

Robt.  Pertuis  2 

Armand   Petit    7 

W.  J.  Plattsmier 1 

W.  R.  Stutson   6 

Frank  Trocchiano 12 

Ferdie  Trouille   7 

Earl   Vaught    2 

Paul  Voitier 1 

Hector  Waguespack  7 

A.  B.  Calhoun  1 

Jim   Parker    31 

Frank   Terrebonne    2 

State  Wildlife 
Federation  To 
Meet  In  April 

Plans  are  being  made  for  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Wildlife  Federation  to  be  held 
in  April  at  Alexandria,  it  has  been 
announced  by  Sumpter  P.  Cousin, 
Shreveport,  President  of  the  Fed- 
eration. The  meeting  will  be  held 
either  during  the  first  or  second 
week  in  April,  and  the  dates  will 
be  announced  soon. 

An  excellent  program  is  being 
arranged  and  a  good  array  of 
speakers  is  being  lined  up.  Among 
those  who  have  already  accepted 
invitations  are  Clarence  Cottam, 
assistant  director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service. 

The  Rapides  Parish  Wildlife 
Federation  will  act  as  hosts  for 
the  convention  which  is  expected 
to  be  held  at  the  Bentley  Hotel. 


Two  Bills  Asking  Damages  For 
Oyster  Reefs  Now  Before  Congress 


Louisiana's  congressional  dele- 
gation in  the  coastal  sections  have 
been  urged  by  Commissioner 
Luther  S.  Montgomery  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department  to 
"take  an  active  interest"  in  a 
measure  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative Colmer  of  Mississippi  au- 
thorizing an  appropriation  of 
$3,000,000  for  rehabilitation  and 
replanting  of  oyster  beds  which 
were  destroyed  as  a  result  of  the 
Bonnet  Carre  Spillway  opening  in 
1945. 

This  bill  was  reported  without 
action  after  hearings  had  been 
held  by  the  Flood  Control  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. Representative  Colmer  on 
January  7,  reintroduced  his  bill 
and  it  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Merchant  Marine 
and  Fisheries. 

In  identical  letters  to  Repre- 
sentatives Hebert,  Boggs,  Domen- 
geaux  and  Larcade,  Commissioner 
Montgomery  stated  that  "this  De- 
partment on  its  own  behalf  and  on 
behalf  of  its  lessees,  many  of 
whom  lost  their  all  through  the 
opening  of  the  spillway,  will  con- 
tinue to  have  a  keen  interest  in 
all  proceedings  looking  to  rehabili- 
tation and  recovery  of  the  damage 
done". 

The  Commissioner  likewise  ad- 
vised the  congressmen  that  the 
Department's  attorney,  Harry  P. 
Gamble,  is  now  making  an  abstract 
of  the  proceedings  and  testimony 
given  by  oyster  interests  and  ex- 
perts, before  the  Flood  Control 
committee,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  that  copies  would  be 
furnished  each  of  them  to  provide 
full  information  on  the  present 
status  and  the  reasons  for  the 
introduction  of  the  bill. 

Domengeaux  Introduces  Bill 
An  appropriation  of  $500,000 
for  replanting  oyster  beds  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  damaged  by 
the  opening  of  the  Bonnet  Carre 
spillway,  is  proposed  in  a  bill  in- 
troduced by  Rep.  James  Domen- 
geaux of  the  Third  Louisiana  Dis- 
trict. 

When  the  spillway  was  last 
opened  damage  to  oysters  was 
caused    by   silt   and    the    intrusion 


of  fresh  water,  and  through  the 
blocking  of  natural  passage  ways. 
Rep.  William  M.  Colmer  of  the 
Sixth  Mississippi  District,  is  the 
author  of  a  bill  intended  to  take 
care  of  damage  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

In  Louisiana,  the  principal  dam- 
age was  done  in  Terrebonne  par- 
ish,  Rep.  Domengeaux  says.  He  de- 
clares that  the  damage  was  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  Gulf  coast  sea 
food  area.  He  thinks  it  is  impor- 
tant not  only  to  restore  the  oys- 
ter beds,  but  for  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  precedent  that  will  make 
clear  the  responsibility  of  the  fed- 
eral government  when  natural  re- 
sources are  impaired  by  floods. 

The  Domengeaux  and  Colmer 
bills  will  be  taken  up  in  the  near 
future  by  a  subcommittee  of  the 
committee  on  merchant  marines 
and  fisheries,  of  which  Rep.  Do- 
mengeaux is  a  member. 


CRABBING    RESTRICTIONS 
(From  the  New  Orleans  States) 

Announcement  of  a  ban  on  all 
trawling  for  crabs  in  Louisiana 
waters  has  a  background  in  sound 
conservation  policy.  The  basic  fact 
is  that  crab  population  has  taken 
a  sei'ious  drop  in  the  last  several 
years. 

At  the  height  of  the  meat  short- 
age during  war  years  the  price  of 
crabs  soared.  The  premium  sent 
commercial  fishermen  scurrying  to 
cash  in  on  the  new  demand.  Many 
a  New  Orleans  family,  indeed, 
found  the  major  ingredient  of 
gumbo  priced  right  off  the  dinner 
table. 

But  the  increase  in  crabbing,  it 
is  now  apparent,  was  at  the  long- 
range  expense  of  the  coastal  sea- 
food industry.   Crabs  are  scarce. 

Much  of  the  blame  is  to  be 
shouldered  by  Mississippi  Gulf 
coast  fishermen  who,  in  fishing  for 
canneries  in  the  Biloxi  ai'ea,  un- 
fortunately plied  in  the  crab  breed- 
ing and  hibernating  grounds  within 
the  inner  shell  reefs.  Some  had 
their  eyes  set  on  Louisiana's 
Horseshoe  Key  and  Grand  Pass. 
The  crab-trawling  ban  is  fully 
justifiable  and  naturally  suggests 
that  Mississippi  follow  suit. 


/ 
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Fisheries  Group 
Holds  Regional 
Meet  In  State 

The  National  Fisheries  Institute 
held  a  regional  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  Friday,  February  7th,  and 
shrimp  and  commercial  interests 
from  all  parts  of  Southwest  Loui- 
siana  were   in   attendance. 

Charles  E.  Jackson  is  general 
manager  of  the  Institute  which 
has  its  national  headquarters  in 
Washington.  Officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  board  of  the 
organization  held  a  two  day-ses- 
sion in  New  Orleans  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  regional  meeting. 

Louisiana  problems  on  fisheries 
were  discussed.  Speaker  of  the 
House  Norman  Bauer  of  St.  Mary 
Parish  delivered  the  address  of 
welcome.  Other  legislators  in  at- 
tendance were  Senator  Louis  Folse 
of  St.  Bernard  parish  and  Repre- 
sentative Jerry  Beeson  of  Jeffer- 
son Parish. 

Representing  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  were  James 
N.  McConnell,  director  of  Oysters 
and  Waterbottoms,  who  addressed 
the  meeting  and  told  of  the  work 
the  Department  is  undertaking  to 
protect  the  fisheries  of  the  State, 
and  Isaac  Chapman,  director  of 
public  relations  for  the  Depart- 
ment. 

It  was  announced  that  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Institute 
would  be  held  in  New  York  in 
April. 


The  ordinary  dog  wags  his 
"tail"  but  the  hound  wags  his 
"stern."  An  otter  wags  his  "pole," 
a  rabbit  his  "scut,"  a  fox  his 
"brush"   and   a   deer  his   "single." 


Prohibit  Use  Of 
Trawls  In  Taking 
Crabs  In  State 

Trawling  for  crabs  is  deteri- 
mental  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  and  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  has  issued 
an  executive  order  prohibiting  the 
use  of  trawls  for  the  taking  of 
crabs.  The  regulation  went  into 
effect  February  1. 

In  taking  this  action,  Commis- 
sioner Montgomery  stated  that 
there  has  been  a  serious  decline 
in  crab  production  in  Louisiana 
during  recent  years,  for  which 
no  reason  appears  other  than 
destruction  of  the  younger  crabs 
which  it  is  believed  takes  place 
mainly  or  althogether  through  the 
taking  of  crabs  by  means  of 
trawls. 

Enforcement  agents  have  been 
instructed  to  enforce  this  regula- 
tion, including  the  seizure  of 
tackle  and  equipment,  when  neces- 
sary. The  law  provides  that  crabs 
may  be  taken  in  any  manner  not 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
State.  The  Commissioner's  execu- 
tive order  states  that  the  use  of 
trawls  in  taking  of  crabs  is  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the 
State  and  are  therefore  pro- 
hibited. 


Besides  being  a  source  of  cash 
income  to  the  farmer,  a  home 
supply  of  timber  on  the  farm 
means  that  necessary  repairs  and 
new  construction  can  be  made 
when  needed  and  the  farm  opera- 
tions kept  up  to  a  high  standard 
of   efficiency. 


—Photo  by  Randon 
Major  James  Brown,  left,  director  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Division 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department,  was  interviewed  recently  by 
Paul  Kalman,  New  Orleans  Item  outdoor  writer,  on  his  "Outdoors  in 
Louisiana"  radio  prgoram  over  WDSU,  New  Orleans.  Major  Brown 
discussed  the  duck  situation.  Kalman's  "Outdoors  in  Louisiana"  program 
is  sponsored  by  the  Jackson  Brewing  Company.  John  H.  Flynn,  Depart- 
ment airplane  pilot,  also  was  interviewed  by  Kalman  on  a  recent  program. 


WE   TAKE   THE   LEAD 
(From   the   New  Orleans   Item) 

Louisiana  set  a  pattern  for  the 
rest  of  the  nation  when  Wildlife 
Commissioner  Montgomery  this 
week  executed  a  contract  with 
Ducks  Unlimited,  to  turn  over  to 
that  organization  25  cents  from 
every  $2  resident  hunting  license 
sold  to  the  sportsmen  of  this  state. 

The  groundwork  for  this  fine 
impetus  to  wildfowl  restoration 
was  laid  by  the  sportsmen  them- 
selves. They  urged  the  legislature 
to  increase  the  resident  hunting 
license  from  $1  to  $2.  The  addi- 
tional dollar  was  to  be  pro-rated : 
25  cents  to  predator  control,  50 
cents  to  the  acquisition  and  staff- 
ing of  public  shooting  grounds, 
and  25  cents  to  restoration  of 
migratory  waterfowl. 

Most  of  the  latter  work  must  of 
necessity  be  done  in  the  prairie 
provinces  of  Canada,  where  90  per 
cent  of  the  continent's  wild  ducks 
are  hatched  and  reared.  Louisiana 
is  one  of  the  principal — though 
by  no  means  the  only — wintering 
grounds  for  these  birds.  To  that 
extent,  our  interest  in  wildfowl 
preservation  is  selfish.  But  the 
money  Louisiana  sportsmen  now 
put  up  will  aid  every  other  state 
along  the  Mississippi  Basin  Fly- 
way  to  maintain  its  winter  wild- 
fowl concentrations. 

Commissioner  Montgomery  did 
well  to  execute  a  contract  with 
one  of  the  world's  foremost  con- 
servation organizations  —  Ducks 
Unlimited — to  do  the  actual  work 
of  preserving  the  breeding  grounds 
by  checking  fires,  drought,  preda- 
tors and  other  destructive  factors. 
Ducks  Unlimited  is  on  the  ground 
already  with  trained  personnel  and 
approved  long-range  programs. 
The  money  can  more  effectively 
be  put  to  work  by  them  than  by 
any  other  agency. 

Now  let  the  sportsmen,  the  leg- 
islators, and  the  game-conserva- 
tion authorities  of  other  states  fol- 
low Louisiana's  lead.  Adequately 
financed  and  wisely  administered, 
the  funds  thus  raised  will  increase 
the  continent's  waterfowl  popula- 
tion, and  perpetuate  the  oppor- 
tunities for  recreation  and  sport 
which  only  that  increase  can  make 
possible. 


Whale    milk    is    not    essentially 
different  from  cow's  milk. 


BIRD    HUNTERS    TROUBLE 
(From  The  Ruston  Leader) 

For  one  reason  and  another  a 
great  number  of  Lincoln  Parish 
landowners  have  decided  to  post 
their  land  against  hunting  and 
trespassing  this  year.  They  feel  in 
some  way  they  have  been  unjustly 
treated  and  without  knowing  much 
about  the  case  we  believe  a  com- 
promise will  have  to  be  reached. 
The  sportsmen  must  have  vast 
acres  for  their  hunt  and  the 
farmers  must  have  more  considera- 
tion of  their  rights. 

In  many  sections  of  the  south 
land  owners  have  blocked  their 
property  and  sold  hunting  rights 
to  either  an  organized  club  at  so 
much  per  acre,  or  they  have  sold 
permits  to  individual  hunters  at  so 
much  per  day.  Either  method  we 
believe  would  solve  a  problem  that 
has  about  frozen  the  matter  in 
this  parish,  and  we  hope  some  in- 
terested group  will  start  to  do 
this. 

Bird  hunting  is  a  great  Ameri- 
can sport  every  grown  man  enjoys 
if  he  has  the  time  and  the  means  of 
keeping  a  dog  or  two  and  a  know- 
ledge of  the  woods.  In  the  past 
some  thoughtless  parties  have  set 
fire  to  valuable  timber  land,  they 
have  shot  and  killed  live  stock, 
have  actually  fired  against  the 
sides  of  houses  and  barns  and  in 
some  instances  showered  the  dwel- 
lers with  pellets.  They  have  in- 
discriminately killed  all  the  game 
in  a  certain  area  without  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  owners  or  of 
other  hunters,  and  have  apparently 
done  these  things  without  thinking 
of  the  farmer  who  lives  on  the  land. 
We  believe  the  farmer  has  a  good 
case  and  we  don't  much  blame  him 
for  his  determination  to  close  his 
fields  to  the  men  who  have 
violated  them  in  the  past  and 
abused  their  privilieges. 

This  is  a  good  bird  hunting  par- 
ish because  there  are  many  fields 
planted  in  the  kind  of  cover  birds 
use  both  for  breeding  and  range. 
We  know  everybody  concerned  can 
benefit  from  a  solution  of  the 
problem  and  we  hope  a  start  can 
be  made  this  year. 


HAMEL  NAMED  HEAD  OF 
CADDO  WILDLIFE  UNIT 

Claud  Hamel  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Caddo  Parish  Wildlife 
Federation  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  that  group  held  in  Shreveport 
in  January.  Hamel,  former  secre- 
tary, succeeds  Harry  B.  Hickman, 
as  president. 

Jerry  Smith  was  elected  vice- 
president  and  Arthur  Davis  was 
named  secretary-treasurer. 


